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SUBJECT: GRUBYAKOV VISIT TO CYPRUS APRIL 16-19 
REF: NICOSIA 0988 (DTG 131545Z APR 77) 

SUMMARY: APRIL 16-19 VISIT OF SOVIET DELEGATION HEADED BY SENIOR 
FONMIN OFFICIAL GRUBYAKOV WAS A LACKLUSTER AFFAIR AND PROBABLY A 
NET DEBIT TO THE RUSSIAN STANDING IN CYPRUS IN BOTH COMMUNITIES. 
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END SUMMARY. 

1 . SOVIET DELEGATION, HEADED BY SENIOR FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL VASILY GRUBYAKOV, VISITED CYPRUS APRIL 16-19. ON 
ARRIVAL, GRUBYAKOV SAID PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT WAS "EXCHANGE 
OF VIEWS ON QUESTIONS OF BILATERAL RELATIONS AND INTER- 
NATIONAL PROBLEMS." 
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2. CHRONOLOGICALLY, VISIT CONSISTED OF MEETINGS WITH GREEK 
CYPRIOT NEGOTIATOR TASSOS PAPADOPOULOS AND TURKISH CYPRIOT 
LEADER DENKTASH, BOTH ON APR 18, AND A CALL ON GOC FONMIN 
CHRISTOPHIDES APR 19. A MEETING THAT HAD BEEN SCHEDULED 

WITH HOUSE PRESIDENT AND FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER SPYROS KYPRIANOU 
WAS CANCELLED DUE TO KYPRIANOU'S SUDDEN HOSPITALIZATION. 

3. NO STATEMENT WAS ISSUED FOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH 
PAPADOPOULOS. 

4. AFTER GRUB YAKOV'S MEETING WITH DENKTASH, LATTER INFORMED 
THE PRESS THAT MEETING HAD BEEN CORDIAL, THAT GRUBYAKOV HAD 
COME TO LISTEN AND UNDERSTAND, THAT HE HAD NOT RAISED QUESTION 
OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE CYPRUS PROBLEM, AND THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION OPPOSES OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE IN CYPRUS' 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND SUPPORTS A PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COMMUNITIES. GRUBYAKOV, 
SPEAKING BRIEFLY AND IN TURKISH, GAVE A BLAND GENERAL EXPRESSION 
OF THE SOVIET UNION'S CONTINUING INTEREST IN THE CYPRUS QUESTION. 

5. THERE WAS NO PUBLIC STATEMENT FOLLOWING MEETING WITH FONMIN 
CHRISTOPHIDES. 

6. IN AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE ON DEPARTURE, GRUBYAKOV 
REITERATED USUAL SOVIET EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT AND 
INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF 
CYPRIOT STATE, MIANTAINED THAT SOVIET PROPOSAL TO HOLD 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE REMAINS VALID, DECLINED TO 
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COMMENT ON ANY USSR ROLE AS GUARANTOR OF POSSIBLE CYPRUS 
SOLTUION AND PREDICTED "LONG WORK AND EFFORT" BY TWO 
COMMUNITIES BEFORE ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION IS FOUND. GRUBYAKOV 
AVOIDED DIRECT ANSWERS TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS, INCLUDING TWO 
FROM LOCAL COMMUNIST JOURNALIST. AS PRESS CONFERENCE WAS 
COVERED EXTENSIVELY BY LOCAL TV IN MAIN EVENING NEWSCAST 
APR 19, A GENERALLY NEGATIVE IMPRESSION OF GRUB YAKOV'S 
EVASIVENESS WAS REGISTERED THROUGHT GREEK CYPRUS. 

7. WITH THE PREDICTABLE EXCEPTIONS OF THE OFFICIAL 
COMMUNIST PARTY NEWSPAPER HARAVGHI AND SOCIALIST TA NEA, 
GRUBYAKOV VISIT DID NOT IMPRESS THE GREEK CYPRIOT PRESS. 

MOST TREATMENT CRITICISED THE SOVIET POSITION ON CYPRUS AS 
BEING ALL WORDS AND NO ACTION. FROM THE SOVIET STANDPOINT, 

VISIT WAS FURTHER MARRED BY WIDESPREAD REPLAY IN THE GREEK 
CYPRIOT PRESS OF THE GUARDIAN ARTICLE WHICH IDENTIFIED 
GRUBYAKOV AS A KGB OFFICER WHO HAD TRIED TO UPSET GREEK/TURKISH 
RELATIONS WITH A MALICIOUS DISINFORMATION EFFORT WHILE SERVING 
AS SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN ANKARA. 
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8. ONLY PRESS COMMENT ON THE TURKISH CYPRIOT SIDE WAS IN 
PRO-DENKTASH ZAMAN, WHICH SAID THAT TURKISH CYPRIOTS WERE 
PLEASED GRUB YAKOV HAD COME ONLY TO LISTEN, AND NOTED THAT 
BOTH SOVIETS AND THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS SUPPORT AN INDEPENDENT 
AND A NON-ALIGNED CYPRUS, AS WELL AS REMOVAL OF BRITISH BASES. 

9. COMMENT: BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THE GRUBYAKOV VISIT, WE 
DISCUSSED IT WITH GOC FONMIN CHRISTOPHIDES AND OTHER OFFICIALS. 
WE TAKE AS ESSENTIALLY CORRECT THEIR ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET 
INTENTIONS AND THE GREEK CYPRIOT REACTION: THAT SOVIET PARTY 
ASKED TO MAKE THE TRIP AS AN ADJUNCT OF ITS OFFICIAL VISIT 

TO ATHENS, AND THAT ITS PURPOSE WAS TO TRY TO REGAIN SOME 
PUBLIC ATTENTION FOR THEIR ASSERTED INTEREST IN THE CYPRUS 
PROBLEM TO COUNTER THE NOW WIDESPREAD FREEING AMONG GREEK 
CYPRIOTS THAT THE US IS THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE OF EFFECTIVE 
HELP. 
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